Cool Homes: Uncompromised Design, by Krissy Rushing - Electronic House Page 1 of 4

v 55 Now you can control your home with a single touch.

GoUBUE0EEE ELA~

Recent Posts

ELECTRON,
Subscribe to 8 éﬁ%

Electronic Houg
Magazine

X Newsletters

I3 Facebook or Twitter
EY rRSS Feed

[ EH Store

Supersize Me

Comecast to Test Live TV Over the Web

iPad Introduces Couple to Home Control

CEA Survey Shows Americans Open to Energy-Efficient Technologies

Ask a Pro Forums Find installers  Subscribe

Products

Cool Homes Blogs

Hot Topics: HOTY 2011 3D Streaming Media Security

Gam
l:hanger

INTRODUCING the
HR2 H

The ultimate merger of the
TV remote and home control.

Channels: Home Theater Audioc Home Control Lighting Energy Mgmt Accessories

ELECTROMIC HOUSE

Special Section | lt HOME OF THE YEAR 2011

Print Email Comments {0} rss B

0| Share.. l} c

Silver Winner: Media Rooms Inc.

Uncompromised Design

5 May 20, 2011
by Krissy Rushing

Design is very import to Rob
Dzedzy, founder and
president of Media Rooms,
Inc., West Chester, Pa.
That's why, for rooms like
this basement remodel, the company
handles absolutely everything for a
complete turn-key solution, from system
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A 25-foot screen steals the show in this
extreme backyard space

design and installation to interior design to
buitd-out. In fact, with a degree in design,
Dzedzy personally handles all the design
work himself. Media Rooms even
operates its own in-house custom cabinet
shop to give customers a complete
turnkey solution.

Silver Winner: Fun Room

View this slideshow.

In this award-winning fun space, for
example, the Media Rooms crew
designed the stage (see “Hiding an
Eyesore”), columns, and crown molding.
Then Media Rooms fabricated, stained,
and lacquered all the woodwork in its in-house cabinet shop.
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That beautiful cabinetry goes a long way toward hiding most of the gear in the room,
giving it an uncluttered appearance, whether the system is on or off. “The homeowner
wanted a very clean room, so it was impartant to hide the components,” says Dzedzy.
“We even built a special area in the front of the stage with a flip up door so the
videogame console could be hidden but easily accessed.”

Likewise, the SIM2 projector—chosen for its specific
throw distance due to an existing steel beam—is
enclosed in a soffit. The Draper screen is also concealed
behind crown molding. But when the screen drops and
the projector fires up , audience members are in for a
visual treat.

Highlights

4 Stunning cabinetry ties
the lower level together,
including the custom bar,
theater, stage, and game
area.

All the gear is hidden,
even the gaming system,
which is tucked below
the stage.

A stage hides a sewage
cleanout, allowing this
musically inclined family
to perform together while
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Form follows function in the audio arena, as well, where
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concealing one of the
basement's most
unattractive features.

Dzedzy and team chose Triad in-ceiling speakers for their wonderful performance and
unobtrusive appearance. Meanwhile, front feft and right speakers are hidden behind
columns, while the subwoofer and center speaker are hidden behind the stage curtain.
Even the components are tucked away in an equipment closet with an RF remote
provided for system operation.

As the plans for the theater matured, the homeowner looked to Media Rooms to finish
the rest of the space, which included a pool room, exercise area, and game area. Next
on the to-do list was a custom bar that looked like something you'd find in a high-end
Miami resort. “He wanied the bar to appear mare like a commercial bar and not like a
typical residential-style bar,” says Dzedzy. To accomplish this, the team installed a
quality bar rail on the front edge of the counter and a drip rail on the inside edge.
Appliances behind the bar were left unhidden to further contribute to the commercial
appearance. The lower level's beautiful woodwork ties all the different areas together
visually.

In the end, Media Rooms, Inc. exceeded the
clients’ expectations for this stealth theater and
family fun room. “The family enjoys performing in
band concerts together and watching movies. And
now, the family room and media area, bar and
gaming areas are the favorite place for the family to

Design & Installation
be together,” says Dzedzy. .

Media Rooms, Inc.,
West Chester, Pa.,

Hiding an Eyesore www.mediaroomsinc.com

One of the biggest challenges that the custom
electronics (CE) pros at Media Rooms, Inc., West
Chester, Pa., faced with this fun room project was
an unsighily sewage cleanout that protrudes 14
inches from the basement floor. To make matters
worse, the cleanout was two feet off the back wall,
smack-dab in the audience's viewing area. At first,
the thought was to pack out the wall—actually build a new wall further out into the room.
However, that would mean the room would narrow the space by three feet, meaning the
homeowners would more than 30 square feet of space!

Find an Installer

Find custom electronics installers
who provide home theater systems,
lighting, home automation, AV

and more! Locate an installer today!

Media Rooms president Rob Dzedzy developed an alternate plan that involved adding a
15-foot wide by 7-foot deep stage in front of the viewing are, which was the perfect way
to cover the sewage cleanout without sacrificing usable space. The stage also meshed
perfectly with the lifestyles of family members, who all play instruments and love fo
perform together. “The stage was the perfect solution,” says Dzedzy. “When the family
is not performing, a motorized video screen drops down, and the family can sit back and
enjoy a movie or play video games on their 106-inch screen.” EH
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SIM2 D60 Domine Series 1080p DLP Prejector 1

Peerless PRG-UNV Ceiling Mount Hardware Kit 1

Middle Atlantic Thermostatically Controlled Fan Kit for Projector 1

Draper Premier Motorized Video Screen HDTV (16:9) Format106” diagonal; 52"H x
92"W 1

Eowerbridg;'.ln_Wall Kit 1
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Denon AVR-3310CI Surround Sound Receiver 1
Denon BDP-1810 BluRay DVD Player 1

Triad inWall Silver/4 LCR Left & Right Front Speaker 2
Triad InWall Silver/4 LCR Center Speaker 1

Triad InWall StimSub with RackAmp300 2

Triad InWall/4 Bronze Surround Speakers 2

Triad New Construction Brackets 7

Tripp Lite HT7300PC Surge Protection System 1

Straight Wire Harmony Cable & HDM| Cables

Universal Remote MX-900 Remote Centrol 1
Universal Remote MRF-350 RF Kit 1

Lutron GRXMRS Six Zone Grafik Eye Lighting Contreller 1
Lutren NTGRX1S Grafik Eye Entrance Keypad 1

Snap AV Strong Double Stack Equipment Rack 1

iSky Star Package with Biue LED Strip Lighting 1

Instaliation Info

Systems Design & Installation:

Systems & Equipment

Control: Universal Remote Control (URC)
Projector: Sim2

Screen: Draper

Speakers: Triad

AV components: Denon

Lighting centrol: Lutron

Project Details

Rcom Size: (L x W x H)

15 x 21 x 9 feet

Cost: $21,859 (includes installation and labor)
Project Duration: 11 months

Construction: Retrofit

Find an Installer
Find custom electronics installers who provide home theater systems,
lighting, home automation, A/V and more! Click here to get started.
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