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ENTERTAIN
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Media Roor

Customized high-tech, high-end media and game
rooms help adults feel like kids again.

thing th
they hit the lottery. People come in for all dif-
ferent reasons, and we work with them all.”

IT CAN GO BY MANY NNAMES. Game
r Home theater. Man cave.

Some include the latest high-tech gadgets
and a massive TV, others feature old school,
arcade-style video games, and some come with
a fully stocked bar. What they have in common
is an emphasis on fun, and whether you're a
movie lover, a diehard sports fan, a gamer or
someone who just likes to throw parties, this
kind of room is fast becoming a must-have for
the home.

“There are all kinds of poss ;
Mark Ogonowski, president and CEO of Pool

es Plus, with locations in Green Brook and
Paramus, N.J. “It’s a great business; and I've been
doing it for more than 20 years. The greatest
thing is the customers. People are pretry pumped
up when they come in. It may be something they
have an immediate need for, or it may be some-
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’re dreaming about for later in life when

For anyone looking to devote an entire sec-
tion of the house to pure entertainment, the first
step Is to figure out exactly what that means
to them. Defining the primary purpose for the
room will help determine the best setup and
amenities to include.

Now showing
Rob Dzedzy has always been a fan of the cine-
ma, and not just the movies themselves, but the
whole experience. Now it’s easy—and not out-
rageously expensive—to have that experience right
at home. Dzedzy can help deliver it as president
of Media Rooms, Inc., in West Chester, Pa.
“We are heavily involved with home the-
ater, and even though the economy has tak-

SPECIAL EDITION 2014

en its toll on the housing market, we still get
frequent requests for theaters,” he says.
“The reason clients want a home theater
varies greatly. Some people, like me, love
movies and a true movie experience, but don’t
want to deal with going to a Regal or
AMC. Some clients are downsizing, but
still have kids at home, and they want a home
theater so the kids have a place to gather with
friends. )
“For me personally, I love to be immersed
vie. The experience is my escape from
a hectic day. T love to see a quality image on
the screen and to be enveloped by surround
sound. And I want my clients to have the same
experience.”
Home theaters usually include a projection
system and a screen that’s at least 100 inches.
“A 106-inch screen is probably the most
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common size that we sell,” says Kei-
th Rolle of Ed’s TV in Hatfield, Pa.
“You can get a really nice projector
for about $800, so they’ve really
come down in price.” However
Rolle cautions that these projectors
are best for a room dedicated to the
movie experience. For those secking
a projector TV to watch sports or use
at parties, they’ll probably want
oneé that falls in the $3,000 range.

“The more expensive ones are just better
in a brightly lit room,” he says. “The one thing
people usually don’t consider when they’re
planning a projection system—Ilike if they plan
on watching football games or having Super
Bowl parties—is the light in the room. Your
buddies don’t want to sit in the dark with you,
they just don’t. They'll sit in a brightly lit room
with you, but that’s usually rough on a pro-
jector. The more expensive projectors are bet-

- ter with ambient light.”

Sound is also an important element, espe-
cially if the desired effect is the movie theater
experience. In-wall speakers or huge towers are
the best options. “Home theaters and media
rooms all have surround sound systems,”
Dzedzy says. “If the focus of the room is wartch-
ing movies, then surround sound is a neces-
sity, because the movement of the sound is di-

For more of the sports bar look,
[there are] shuffleboard, foosball
and ping-pong tables. And often,
the center of a game room m
someone’s home is a pool table.

rectly tied to the movement of the actors and
the visual effects on the screen. Surround sound
adds to the experience and helps the viewer see
and hear the movie as the director intended.
As a matter of fact, Dolby Labs is just now in-
troducing Dolby Atmos for the home market.
Atmos is a multi-channel surround sound sys-
tem that uses 11 speakers and a subwoofer.”

Another recent advancement is PRIMA
Cinema, available from Frankentek Residen-
tial Systems in Medford, N.J., which allows
its members to view movies in their home

theater shortly after their theatri-
cal release.

To cap off the home theater ex-
perience, popular additions include
curtains in front of the screen, pop-
corn makers and, of course, theater-
style seating.

Game on
For those who are more interested in
games than movies, the game room
can be centered on an Xbox or PlayStation and
a big-screen TV, or even one or more arcade-qual-
ity machines. Ogonowski’s company specializes
in the nostalgic arcade games you find on the
boardwalk, such as Ms. Pacman, air hockey, bub-
ble hockey and perhaps his best seller, pinball.
“We're one of the few suppliers that sup-
ply pinball specifically for the home,” he says.
“The arcade-quality pinballs require a fair
amount of maintenance in terms of wiring and
boards and lights. [Our pinball] is made by Stern
and it doesn’t use light bulbs; it uses LEDs. It
doesn’t use 100 miles of wiring; it uses circuit
boards. The flippers and the action and the
sound and everything else are arcade quality. But
instead of costing $5,000 for a brand-new pin-
ball, it costs $3,000 for a brand-new pinball.”
For more of the sports bar look, Ogonows-
ki offers shuffleboard, foosball and ping-
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pong tables. And often, the center of a game
room in someone’s home is a pool table. “Bil-
liards remains a strong category for us,”
Ogonowski says. “The other category that’s be-
coming popular is a pool table with a dining
function. We have dining tops that we do in
wood or high-gloss lacquer finishes. Some pool
tables, you put a dining top on it and it looks
like a pool table with a piece of wood on top
of it. Other pool tables, you put the dining top
on and you wouldn’t know in 2 million years
that there’s a pool table underneath. We've done
some really cool ones over the last couple vears,
and the shift has been to a contemporary look.”

Time for a drink
In addition to big-screen TVs and games, it’s also
very common for people to include a bar in their
entertainment space. In fact, that’s often the first
thing customers ask Ogonowski about.

“With more frequency, a game room in to-
day’s environment includes a custom bar
with a TV built in, and maybe a card table or
something like foosball or an arcade game,”
he says. “So a game room is not always about
the pool table; sometimes it doesn’t even in-
clude a pool table.”

Pool Tables Plus offers pre-builc bars
from Asia that come in one color and size,
and they also do custom-made bars to fit

your specific tastes. “Some people want to
put a bar in the corner, some people want
to put it out in the main part of the room.
Some people need a wet sink or a refriger-
ator or a wine cooler or a kegerator built
into it. All of those things are possible with
our build-a-bar program,” Ogonowski
says.

These custom-made bars are built off site
in separate pieces, making them easy to trans-
portand fit in a client’s basement or other des-
ignated area. There are also a number of con-
tractors in the area who can build your dream
bar right into the space you desire.

“There are advantages to both,”
Ogonowski says. “The contractor can prob-
ably do things even a little more custom than
we can, because sometimes people wanr a real
nice marble or granite top, which we don’t do.

.. But a contractor who comes into your
house to build a bar, you can never take that
bar out. It’s built in, and when you want to
get rid of it, it’s kind of like a kitchen—you
have to take it apart and throw it away. You
can’t reuse it, because everything is built into
the walls. Our bars are built off site and they
go back together like a jigsaw puzzle.”

Whatever your taste, these entertainment
rooms are the ideal way for hard-working

adults to unwind. HEH

RESOURCES

Ed's TV
Hatfield, Pa.
(215) 997-4300
Eds-TV.com

Frankentek Residential Systems
Medford, N.J.

(609) 654-6888

Frankentek.com

Media Rooms, inc.
West Chester, Pa.

(610) 719-8500
MediaRoomsInc.com

Pool Tables Plus
Green Brook, N.J.
(732) 968-8228
Paramus, N.J.

(201) 986-0500
PoolTablesPlus.com

Media
Rooms
Inc.

National Award Winning
Home Theaters and
Eiectronic Technology
Solutions - Since 1983.
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